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Emergency Food Stamp Vendor 
Accountability Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 2853 Into 
Law. July 6, 1976 


I have signed S. 2853, the Emergency Food Stamp 
Vendor Accountability Act of 1976. 

I applaud the efforts of the Congress in enacting this 
legislation to make food stamp vendors accountable for 
food stamps that they hold as well as for the funds 
collected. 

The bill is designed to eliminate the widely publicized 
coupon vendor abuses. The legislation will ensure that 
persons authorized to sell food stamps promptly deposit 
the cash collected. Also, it will help minimize the poten- 
tial for abuse by providing specific criminal penalties for 
certain violations of the statutory requirements. Food 
stamp program costs will be reduced by eliminating losses 
of interest due to late deposits of cash collected by the 
vendors. Further, the enactment of criminal penalties 
will be a significant inducement for vendor compliance 
with food stamp program requirements. 

Although I am pleased to sign this measure because it 
represents a significant step toward improving program 
accountability, it falls far short of the meaningful food 
stamp program reforms which are needed to redirect food 
stamp benefits to the truly needy and to eliminate from 
the program persons with income substantially above the 
poverty level. 

In 1975, I submitted to the Congress a comprehensive 
food stamp reform proposal which was aimed at simpli- 
fying program administration and achieving program 
equity, as well as strengthening program accountability. 
The Congress has been working on program reforms, but 
as yet no substantive reforms have been enacted. 

Each day that goes by without action to reform the 
food stamp program costs the taxpayers about $3 million. 
I continue to believe that the Congress should act quickly 


on my legislative proposals so that reforms can be imple- 
mented to control costs and abuses of the food stamp 
program. 

NoTE: As enacted, the Emergency Food Stamp Vendor Account- 


ability Act of 1976 (S. 2853) is Public Law 94~339, approved 
July 5, 1976. 


United States Alternate Representative 
for Special Political Affairs 
in the United Nations 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Nancy V. Rawls. July 6, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Nancy V. Rawls, of Brookhaven, Ga., to be the Al- 
ternate Representative of the United States of America 
for Special Political Affairs in the United Nations with 
the rank of Ambassador. She succeeds Barbara M. White, 
who resigned effective April 28, 1976. Miss Rawls has 
been Ambassador to the Republic of Togo since Febru- 
ary 1974. 


Born on January 24, 1926, in Clearwater, Fla., Miss 
Rawls received her A.B. degree from Shorter College in 
1947. 


In 1948, Miss Rawls was assigned to Vienna and later 
Hamburg as Consular/Political Officer prior to becom- 
ing a Consular Assistant in Montreal in 1954. She taught 
at the University of Wisconsin at the Foreign Service In- 
stitute from 1957-58. From 1958 to 1960, she served as 
an International Relations Officer at the State Depart- 
ment. She became an Economic Officer in Hamburg in 
1960 and later was a Commercial Officer in Monrovia 
from 1963 to 1967. From 1967 to 1970, she was an Eco- 
nomic Commercial Officer in Nairobi prior to attending 
the National War College during 1970-71. She was Di- 
rector of the Policy Planning Staff for the Bureau of Af- 
rican Affairs from 1971 to 1974. 


Miss Rawls presently resides in the Republic of Togo. 
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Budget Deferrals 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Deferrals. July 6, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report two new deferrals totaling $4.6 
million in budget authority. In addition, I am transmitting 
27 supplementary deferrals that have a net effect of 
decreasing the total amount of deferred funds previously 
transmitted by $1,462.5 million. 

The two new deferrals are routine actions and involve 
$135,938 for the Special foreign currency program of the 
Department of Labor and $4.4 million for the National 
Commission for the Observance of International Women’s 
Year. Eighteen of the supplementary reports extend defer- 
rals into the transition quarter while the remaining nine 
reflect increases to the amounts originally reported. 

The details of the revised and new deferrals are con- 
tained in the attached reports. 

GeraALpD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 6, 1976. 


NoTE: The attachment detailing the deferrals is printed in the 
Federal Register of July 8, 1976. 


Veto of Public Works Employment Bill 


The President’s Remarks Upon Vetoing S. 3201. 
July 6, 1976 


Before the Congress went on recess, the Democratic 
majority clearly established the direction they would have 
our Nation go—toward more Federal spending, higher 
taxes, larger deficits, more people on the Federal payroll, 


and higher inflation. The signs are unmistakable. 

Four months before a national election, Congress is 
moving full-speed ahead down the road to bigger and 
bigger giveaway programs. The American people want 
and deserve something far better, such as the additional 
tax cuts that I proposed to begin July 1. 

I am announcing today my decision to veto the public 
works jobs bill which is the biggest spending bill left be- 
hind by the Congress. This bill would not create lasting 
jobs but would create new inflationary pressures. 

The veto, if sustained by the Congress, would save the 
taxpayers $4 billion and will help to ward off the risks of 
new inflation. 

While Members of Congress are home for recess, people 
have an excellent opportunity to tell them just how they 
feel. If the American people want to hold down Federal 


spending and have the additional tax cuts that I have pro- 
posed, now is the time to say so, loud and clear. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the Oval Office at 
the White House. 


Veto of Public Works Employment Bill 


The President’s Message to the Senate Returning 
S. 3201 Without His Approval. July 6, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I am today returning without my approval, S. 3201, 
the Public Works Employment Act of 1976. 

This bill would require $3.95 billion in Federal spend- 
ing above and beyond what is necessary. It sends a clear 
signal to the American people that four months before a 
national election, the Congress is enacting empty promises 
and giveaway programs. I will not take the country down 
that path. Time and time again, we have found where it 
leads: to larger deficits, higher taxes, higher inflation and 
ultimately higher employment. 

We must stand firm. I know the temptation, but I urge 
Members of Congress to reconsider their positions and 
join with me now in keeping our economy on the road 
to healthy, sustained growth. 

It was almost five months ago that the Senate sustained 
my veto of a similar bill, H.R. 5247, and the reasons 
compelling that veto are equally persuasive now with 
respect to S. 3201. Bad policy is bad whether the inflation 
price tag is $4 billion or $6 billion. 

Proponents of S. 3201 argue that it is urgently needed 
to provide new jobs. I yield to no one in concern over . 
the effects of unemployment and in the desire that there 
be enough jobs for every American who is seeking work. 
To emphasize the point, let me remind the Congress that 
the economic policies of this Administration are designed 
to create 2-2.5 million jobs in 1976 and an additional 2 
million jobs in 1977. By contrast, Administration econo- 
mists estimate that this bill, S. 3201, will create at most 
160,000 jobs over the coming years—less than 5% of 
what my own policies will accomplish. Moreover, the jobs 
created by S. 3201 would reduce national unemployment 
by less than one-tenth of one percent in any year. The 
actual projection is that the effect would be .06 percent, 
at a cost of $4 billion. Thus, the heart of the debate over 
this bill is not over who cares the most—we all care a great 
deal—but over the best way to reach our goal. 


When I vetoed H.R. 5247 last February, I pointed out 
that it was unwise to stimulate even further an economy 
which was showing signs of a strong and steady recovery. 
Since that time the record speaks for itself. The present 
7.5 percent unemployment rate is a full one percent lower 
than the average unemployment rate of 8.5 percent last 
year. More importantly, almost three and a half million 
more Americans now have jobs than was the case in 
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March of last year. We have accomplished this while at 
the same time reducing inflation which plunged the coun- 
try into the severe recession of 1975. 

S. 3201 would authorize almost $4 billion in additional 
Federal spending—$2 billion for public works, $1.25 
billion for countercyclical aid to state and local govern- 
ments, and $700 million for EPA waste water treatment 
grants. 

Beyond the intolerable addition to the budget, S. 3201 
has several serious deficiencies. First, relatively few new 
jobs would be created. The bill’s sponsors estimate that 
S. 3201 would create 325,000 new jobs but, as pointed 
out above, our estimates indicate that at most some 160,- 
000 work-years of employment would be created—and 
that would be over a period of several years. The peak 
impact would come in late 1977 or 1978 and would add 
no more than 50,000 to 60,000 new jobs in any year. 

Second, S. 3201 would create few new jobs in the im- 
mediate future. With peak impact on jobs in late 1977 
or early 1978, this legislation would add further stimulus 
to the economy at precisely the wrong time: when the 
economy is already far into the recovery. 

Third, the cost of producing jobs under this bill would 
be intolerably high, probably in excess of $25,000 per job. 

Fourth, this bill would be inflationary since it would 
increase Federal spending and consequently the budget 
deficit by as much as $1.5 billion in 1977 alone. It would 
increase demands on the economy and on the borrowing 
needs of the government when those demands are least 
desirable. Basic to job creation in the private sector is 
reducing the ever increasing demands of the Federal gov- 
ernment for funds. Federal government borrowing to sup- 
port deficit spending reduces the amount of money avail- 
able for productive investment at a time when many 
experts are predicting that we face a shortage of private 
capital in the future. Less private investment means 
fewer jobs and less production per worker. Paradoxically, 
a bill designed as a job creation measure may, in the long 
run, place just the opposite pressures on the economy. 

I recognize there is merit in the argument that some 
areas of the country are suffering from exceptionally high 
rates of unemployment and that the Federal government 
should provide assistance. My budgets for fiscal years 1976 
and 1977 do, in fact, seek to provide such assistance. 

Beyond my own budget recommendations, I believe 
that in addressing the immediate needs of some of our 
cities hardest hit by the recession, another measure before 
the Congress, H.R. 11860 sponsored by Congressman 
Garry Brown and S. 2986 sponsored by Senator Bob Grif- 
fin provides a far more reasonable and constructive ap- 
proach than the bill I am vetoing. 

H.R. 11860 would target funds on those areas with the 
highest unemployment so that they may undertake high 
priority activities at a fraction of the cost of S. 3201. The 
funds would be distributed exclusively under an impartial 
formula as opposed to the pork barrel approach repre- 
sented by the public works portions of the bill I am return- 


ing today. Moreover, H.R. 11860 builds upon the suc- 
cessful Community Development Block Grant program. 
That program is in place and working well, thus permit- 
ting H.R. 11860 to be administered without the creation 
of a new bureaucracy. I would be glad to accept this leg- 
islation should the Congress formally act upon it as an 
alternative to S. 3201. 

The best and most effective way to create new jobs is 
to pursue balanced economic policies that encourage the 
growth of the private sector without risking a new round 
of inflation. This is the core of my economic policy, and 
I believe that the steady improvements in the economy 
over the last half year on both the unemployment and in- 
flation fronts bear witness to its essential wisdom. I in- 
tend to continue this basic approach because it is working. 

My proposed economic policies are expected to produce 
lasting, productive jobs, not temporary jobs paid for by 
the American taxpayer. 

This is a policy of balance, realism, and common sense. 
It is a sound policy which provides long term benefits and 
does not promise more than it can deliver. 

My program includes: 

—Large and permanent tax reductions that will leave 
more money where it can do the most good: in the hands 
of the American people; 

—Incentives for the construction of new plants and 
equipment in areas of high unemployment; 

—More than $21 billion in outlays in the fiscal year 
beginning October 1 for important public works such as 
energy facilities, waste water treatment plants, roads, and 
veterans’ hospitals representing a 17 percent increase over 
the previous fiscal year. 

—And a five and three quarter year package of gen- 
eral revenue sharing funds for state and local govern- 
ments. 

I ask Congress to act quickly on my tax and budget 
proposals, which I believe will provide the jobs for the 
unemployed that we all want. 

Geratp R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 6, 1976. 


National Council on the Humanities 


Announcement of Appointment of Nine Members of the 
Council. July 6, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
nine persons as members of the National Council on the 
Humanities. They are: 

For the term expiring January 26, 1980 

Durwarp BELMONT VARNER, of Lincoln, Nebr., president, Univer- 
sity of Nebraska. He succeeds Reverend James William Morgan, 
whose term has expired. 

For the term expiring January 26, 1982 


Nancy Davies, of Enid, Okla., Humanities Committee. She succeeds 
Rosemary Park, whose term has expired. 
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Joun Hore Frankuin, of Chicago, IIl., John Matthews Manly 
professor of history, University of Chicago. He succeeds Robert 
O. Anderson, whose term has expired. 

Jay Gorpon HALL, of the District of Columbia, director of govern- 
ment relations for General Motors Corp., Detroit, Mich. He 
succeeds Leslie Fishel, Jr., whose term has expired. 

RicHArp Watt Lyman, of Stanford, Calif., president, Stanford 
University. He succeeds Leslie Koltai, whose term has expired. 

Concua Ortiz y Pino vE KLEvEN, of Albuquerque, N. Mex., 
member of various national, State and local boards and com- 
missions. He succeeds Lewis W. Beck, whose term has expired. 

Eucene Situ Put.iam, of Indianapolis, Ind., publisher, Indi- 
anapolis Star and News. He succeeds Sherman Lee, whose 
term has expired. 

Joz Bos Rusuinec, of Fort Worth, Tex., chancellor, Tarrant 
County Junior College District. He succeeds Herman Long, 
whose term has expired. 


Joun Watton Wo re, of Columbus, Ohio, chairman of the board 
of The Ohio Company. He succeeds A. Louise Blackwell, 
whose term has expired. 

The Council consists of the Chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, who is Chairman of the 
Council, and 26 members appointed by the President for 
terms of 6 years. 

The purpose of the Council is to advise the Chairman 
of the Endowment with respect to policies, programs, and 
procedures for carrying out his functions; review applica- 
tions for financial support and make recommendations 
thereon to the Chairman. 





VISIT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II OF 
THE UNITED KINGDOM 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and Queen Elizabeth at the 


Welcoming Ceremony on the South Lawn at the White House. 


July 7, 1976 


THE PRESIDENT. Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, ladies and gentle- 


men: 


On behalf of the American people, I am delighted to welcome you 
and your party to the United States and to the White House. 

Your first state visit to America in 1957 marked the 350th anniver- 
sary of the settlement of Jamestown, the first permanent British colony in 
this new land. You honor us again by coming to share our Bicentennial 
observance in the new spirit of optimism and cooperation generated by 


this great occasion. 


During the 169 years between the first settlement of Jamestown and 
our independence, 13 colonies prospered, protected by the British Navy, 
enjoying the advantage of British commerce, and adopting British con- 
cepts of representative self-government. In declaring independence in 
1776, we looked for guidance to our British heritage of representative gov- 
ernment—representative government as well as law. As a sovereign nation, 
we have kept and nurtured the most durable bond of all—the bond of 
idealism in which our new nation was conceived. 

Your Majesty’s visit symbolizes our deep and continuing commitment 
to the common values of an Anglo-American civilization. Your Majesty, 
for generations our peoples have worked together and fought together 
side by side. As democracies, we continue our quest for peace and justice. 

The challenges we now face are different from those that we have 
confronted together and overcome in the past. At stake is the future of 
the industrialized democracies which have sustained their destiny in com- 


mon for more than a generation. 


At stake is the further extension of the blessings of liberty to all 
humanity in the creation of a better world. As new nations and old, each 
set their political course to achieve these aims. The principles of human 
dignity and individual rights set forth in the Magna Carta and our own 
Declaration of Independence remain truly revolutionary landmarks. 
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Your Majesty, the wounds of our parting in 1776 healed long ago. 
Americans admire the United Kingdom as one of our truest allies and 
best friends. There could be no more convincing evidence of that friend- 
ship than the splendid British contributions and participation on the oc- 
casion of our Bicentennial. 

Last month, I had the privilege and honor to welcome to the White 
House Rose Garden the distinguished delegation of the British Parliament, 
who escorted an historic copy of the Magna Carta to America. The loan of 
this document for our Bicentennial is a gesture that will bring pleasure 
and inspiration to all who view it. 

Yesterday, in Philadelphia, Your Majesty inaugurated the new Bi- 
centennial bell, a gift from the people of Britain to the people of the 
United States, inscribed “Let Freedom Ring.” It will hang in the Bell 
Tower in Independence National Historical Park. When I was in Phil- 
adelphia on the Fourth of July, I thought what a perfect complement the 
new bell will be to our own Liberty Bell and the Centennial bell in Inde- 
pendence Hall. 

For these gifts and for many others which Britain has honored our 
historic celebration, the American people are deeply grateful. Above all, 
we appreciate the personal honor you have so graciously demonstrated 
by visiting our shores at this special moment in our history. 

During your visit, you will travel to hallowed American landmarks. 
You will observe many changes since you were last here. But as you travel 
throughout our land, I trust that you will find something else in the United 
States, a new sense of unity, of friendship, of purpose, and tranquillity. 
Something wonderful happened to America this past weekend. A spirit 
of unity and togetherness deep within the American soul sprang to the 
surface in a way that we had almost forgotten. People showed again that 
they care, that they want to live in peace and harmony with their neigh- 
bors, that they want to pull together for the good of the Nation and for 
the good of mankind. 

This weekend we had a marvelous reaffirmation of the American 
spirit. In the days ahead, we would like very much to share that spirit 
with you. 

During your visit in 1957, President Eisenhower remarked that 
America’s respect for Britain was symbolized in our affection for the royal 
family. It is in this spirit we welcome Your Majesty’s visit as a happy 
occasion for reaffirming our joint dedication to freedom, to peace, democ- 
racy, and the well-being of our people. 

Your Majesty, America bids you, Prince Philip, and your party a 
most cordial and heartfelt welcome. 


QuEEN E xizasetu. Mr. President, thank yc or your welcome to us. 
We are very pleased to be with you and the American people in this most 
important week of your Bicentennial Year. 

Our countries have a great deal in common. The early British settlers 
created here a society that owes much to its origins across the ocean. For 
nearly 170 years there was a formal constitutional link between us. Your 
Declaration of Independence broke that link, but it did not for long break 
our friendship. 

John Adams, America’s first Ambassador, said to my ancestor, King 
George III, that it was his desire to help with the restoration of “the old 
good nature and the old good humor between our peoples.” 
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That restoration has long been made, and the links of language, 
tradition, and personal contact have maintained it. 

Yesterday, Prince Philip and I were deeply moved by the welcome 
we were given in Philadelphia. And now we are looking forward to our 
time in Washington and to our visits to New York and Boston and to the 
home of Thomas Jefferson at Monticello. We shall have visited the four 
cities that were at the center of events 200 years ago. We also hope to see 
something of America of 1976 and of the young people who will be taking 





this country forward into its third century. 

Mr. President, the British and American people are as close today 
as two peoples have ever been. We see you as our strong and trusted friend, 
and we believe that you, in turn, will find us as ready as ever to bear our 
full share in defending the values in which we both believe. 

That is why we are so happy to be here. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:54 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House 
where Queen Elizabeth was given a formal welcome with full military honors. 





Veto of Appropriations Bill for 
Federal Fire Prevention and Control 


The President’s Message to the House of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 12567 Without His Approval. 
July 7, 1976 


To the House of Representatives: 

I am returning, without my approval, H.R. 12567, a 
bill “to authorize appropriations for the Federal Fire Pre- 
vention and Control Act of 1974 and the Act of March 3, 
1901, for fiscal years 1977 and 1978, and for other pur- 

I am disapproving H.R. 12567 because it contains a 
provision that would seriously obstruct the exercise of the 
President’s constitutional responsibilities over Executive 
branch operations. Section 2 of the enrolled bill provides 
that Congress may, by concurrent resolution, “veto” a 
plan to commit funds for construction of the National 
Academy for Fire Prevention and Control. This provision 
extends to the Congress the power to prohibit specific 
transactions authorized by law, without changing the law 
and without following the constitutional process such a 
change would require. Moreover, it involves the Con- 
gress directly in the performance of Executive functions in 
disregard of the fundamental principle of separation of 
powers. 

Provisions of this type have been appearing in an in- 
creasing number of bills which this Congress has passed 
or is considering. Most are intended to enhance the power 
of the Congress over the detailed execution of the laws at 
the expense of the President’s authority. I have consistent- 
ly opposed legislation containing these provisions, and will 


continue to oppose actions that constitute a legislative en- 
croachment on the Executive branch. 

I urge the Congress to reconsider H.R. 12567 and to 
pass a bill I can accept so that it will be possible for the 
National Fire Prevention and Control Administration to 
proceed with its important work. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
July 7, 1976. 


Visit of Queen Elizabeth II of 
the United Kingdom 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and 
Queen Elizabeth at a Dinner Honoring the Queen at 
the White House. July 7, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, 
distinguished guests: 

We are deeply honored to have you, and Prince Philip 
with you, this evening. On behalf of all Americans, Mrs. 
Ford and I take the greatest pleasure in extending the 
hospitality of the United States to you and your party 
who are visiting us. 

Your Majesty, this evening we honor a very remarkable 
relationship between two sovereign nations. During our 
200 years as an independent nation, the United States has 
never forgotten its British heritage. Nearly four centuries 
ago, the British came to a wilderness and built a new 
civilization on British custom, British fortitude, British law, 
and British government. 
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Our Founding Fathers served in British colonial leg- 
islatures, fought in British military forces, and learned 
representative self-government from British books and 
practice. Yet, for all this, the colonists from England and 
other lands created in America a civilization different 
from that of the mother country. 

Inevitably, we dissolved the political bands that con- 
nected us. The United States won independence and 
established a nation that adapted the best of British tradi- 
tions to the American climate and to the American 
character. Our reconciliation, our friendship and firm 
alliance seem, in retrospect, to have been natural for two 
nations that share the same fundamental devotion to hu- 
man dignity. 

Our first Ambassador to England, John Adams, foresaw 
that future when he spoke to your great-great-great- 
grandmother, Queen Charlotte, and said, “Permit me, 
madam, to recommend to Your Majesty’s royal goodness 
a rising empire and an infant virgin world. It will, in future 
[ages] be the glory of these kingdoms to have peopled 
that country and to have sown there those seeds of science, 
of beauty [liberty], of virtue and [of] piety, which alone 
constitute the prosperity of nations and the happiness of 
the human race.” 

Now, 200 years later, we have settled our continent. 
People have come from every corner of the Earth to share 
in the hope, the building, and the spirit of our Republic. 
On this Bicentennial, Americans have united in a new 
mood of hope and of confidence. We are very delighted by 
your very timely visit and by your gracious participation 
in this great reaffirmation of American pride. 

John Adams’ prophesy has been fulfilled. Your Majesty, 
you personally attested to the accuracy of his vision that 
England would someday be proud of the United States. 
In 1951 [1957], during your visit to Washington, you 
stated that free men everywhere looked toward the United 
States with affection and with hope. 

The message that has gone out from this great Capital 
City has brought hope and courage to a troubled world. 
This year, I know that you will find the warmth of your 
reception even greater than before. You will recognize in 
the American people a continuing, unswerving devotion 
to the principles that have made our two countries cham- 
pions of freedom and a new American spirit of confidence 
and optimism as the United States enters its third century. 

The ties that bind us together have, through two great 
wars, served as a bulwark in the defense of liberty and the 
dignity of man himself. These ideals, born and nurtured 
in our common past, have withstood the test of time. 

Our two nations today are working side-by-side in pre- 
serving freedom through commitment to a common de- 
fense in the Atlantic alliance, in pursuing peace and 
greater global stability, in seeking the well-being of all peo- 
ples through our joint efforts—as in Puerto Rico, a little 
more than a week ago—to improve our own societies and 
to assist the developing nations of the world. 


Your Majesty, during the time of your reign and during 
my service in our own Government, the world has seen 
many, many changes. In the last generation, our two coun- 
tries have met what sometimes seemed to be insurmount- 
able obstacles and challenges. 

Today’s challenges and obstacles are no less serious. 
They are different, and in many ways more complex, than 
those of the past. Yet I am confident that the democracies, 
working together, can and will proceed with courage and 
dedication to do as well as those first stalwart Englishmen 
who settled here, and their descendants who forged an 
independent nation, will ultimately and definitely prevail. 

In a changing world, our continuing relationship is a 
reassuring symbol of our determination to continue the 
defense of freedom. Your Bicentennial visit and the many, 
many generous gifts from the British people are vivid re- 
minders of the continuing vitality of the friendship and 
our partnership in a noble endeavor. 

Your Majesty, as we celebrate our past, we also look 
forward with confidence to working for a better life for 
all humanity. In our third century, I know that the United 
Kingdom will be on our side and the United States will be 
on your side. 

Your Royal Highness, ladies and gentlemen—the 
Queen. 

Queen ExizaBetu. Mr. President, thank you for your 
welcome and for your gracious words tonight. We are 
deeply grateful for having been invited to visit the United 
States in the main week of your Bicentenary. It was a gen- 
erous gesture and apposite. After all, nobody cam say that 
what happened on the Fourth of July, 1776, was not very 
much a bilateral affair between us. [Laughter] We were 
indeed happy to accept your invitation. 

Two hundred years ago this week, America declared 
its independence from Britain, and for several years the 
English-speaking world was at war with itself, and families 
on both sides of the ocean were deeply divided. 

So, too, was the British Parliament, whose greatest ora- 
tors of the time denounced the measures which provoked 
the war and the separation. But when Britain eventually 
recognized the independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica, a new chapter in history opened. 

In the summer of 1785, John Adams, America’s first 
envoy to the Court of St. James, paid his first call on King 
George IIT. My ancestor said to him, in well-known words 
which are worth repeating, “I was the last man in the 
Kingdom to consent to the separation, but the separation 
having been made, I have always said, as I say now, that 
I would be the first to meet the friendship of the United 
States as an independent power.” 

Mr. President, history is not a fairy tale. Despite the 
good intentions, hostility soon broke out between us— 
and even burst into this house. [Laughter] But these early 
quarrels are long buried. What is more important is that 
our shared language, traditions, and history have given us 
a common vision of what is right and just. 
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Both our peoples believe in the worth of the individual 
and the family, in freedom of religion and expression, and 
the right to change a government by the ballot box rather 
than the gun—perhaps, the best definition of democracy. 

That is why time and time again, in the testing days of 
war and the constructive years of peace, we have stood 
together on the things that matter. The world has changed 
a great deal since that Declaration was signed in In- 
dependence Hall 200 years ago. Over the generations, the 
British people have watched with admiration—and can I 
say with pride—how you, with ingenuity and resource, 
first peopled and settled the continent and then under- 
took a world role which has brought great and lasting 
benefits to humanity. 

Britain, too, has undergone many changes. The British 
Empire, with imagination and goodwill, has been trans- 
formed into a Commonwealth of nations. And in this age, 
when the relationship between the developed and the 
developing countries is a central issue, I have no doubt 
that this Commonwealth link of friendship and under- 
standing is of true value. 

At home in recent years, Britain has sought to insure 
that everyone has the opportunity for self-fulfillment and 
a real stake in the future development and prosperity of 
the country. She is a country much concerned about 
things that matter—the creation of the necessary wealth 
to support a prosperous society, the preservation of a clean 
and healthy environment, the education of the young, the 
care of the elderly and the sick. 

While maintaining the closest links with the Common- 
wealth and the United States, Britain has become a mem- 
ber of the European Community, and this gives us yet an- 
other opportunity to work through a wider grouping for 
the benefit of all. 

Interdependence is a feature of the modern world, a 
world that has become smaller, yet more complex. Today 
no nation can stand alone. We depend, as never before, 
upon each other. 

Mr. President, we live in times of uncertainty, even of 
apprehension, and with forces that we cannot allow to 
escape from our control. We must be farsighted and 
adaptable. But we must never lose sight of our basic 
values, nor underrate the worth of what we know to be 
certain. 

One thing is certain, and that is the strength and per- 
manence of Anglo-American friendship. It has grown and 
prospered down the years. It has brought with it benefits 
beyond measure to our peoples. May it long continue to 
flourish for the sake of both our countries and for the 
greater good of mankind. 

Mr. President, I raise my glass to you and to Mrs. Ford 
to the 200th birthday of America, and to the happiness 
of he. staunch and generous people. 

NOTE: The exchange of toasts began at 10:47 p.m. in the Rose 


Garden at the White House, where a tent had been set up for the 
occasion. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JULY 9, 1976 


Tue Preswent. We have no set format. I don’t know 
whose turn it is—AP, UPI. 


REACTION TO BICENTENNIAL WEEKEND 


Q. You have nothing in particular on your mind this 
morning, Mr. President? 

Tue PresiwentT. No, I am just glad to see you all. 

I feel very, very encouraged and very pleased with the 
results of the Bicentennial weekend. I was pleasantly sur- 
prised at the reaction throughout the country. I think it 
was well reported by the press that not only in Philadel- 
phia, in Valley Forge, in New York, and Washington did 
everything move along extremely well, but it was reported 
all over the country that there was a real, genuine re- 
surgence of good American feeling toward one another, 
toward the country, that I think augurs for a real good 
third century. So we are well on our way, and I think it 
will continue. 

Frank [Frank Cormier, Associated Press], anything 
else? 

Q. Not right offhand. [Laughter] 


REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. President, how do you view your race for the 
nomination with Governor Reagan? How do you think 
you stand now in delegates? Are you confident of a 
victory, initially? 

Tue Present. I am very confident. The projections 
clearly indicate to me that when we get to Kansas City we 
will have a first ballot victory. You can read all the num- 
bers, but when you analyze them, I think, objectively the 
Ford nomination will prevail on the first ballot. 

We have had some very good movement in individual 
States. We have had good results, of course, in North 
Dakota. We expect good results next week. And so when 
we go to Kansas City, I am very confident that we will 
prevail on the first ballot. 


VicE-PRESIDENTIAL RUNNING MATE 


Q. Who do you want for a Vice-Presidential running 
mate? 

THE Presment. Fran [Frances Lewine, Associated 
Press|, I don’t exclude anybody. We’ve got a wealth of 
talent, and IJ think it’s premature to winnow that list 
down. We have to take into consideration a number of 
factors—the prime one, of course, being an individual 
who would be an excellent President. But there are other 
factors that have to be taken into consideration, and until 
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we get closer to the convention, I think it is too early to 
make any real speculation. 

Q. Would you rule anyone out like—would you rule 
Mr. Reagan out? 

THE Present. I repeat, I exclude nobody. And I 
hope that individuals in the meantime will not exclude 
themselves, because we want the best ticket we can get to 
win in November. 


Rescue or Hostaces in UGANDA 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Reagan made the state- 
ment when apprised of the Israeli rescue raid in Uganda, 
“This is what Americans used to do.” And one of the 
hostages, who is an American citizen, said America didn’t 
“give a damn about us, Israel freed us.” I wonder, what 
is your reaction? 

Tue Preswent. I can assure you that this administra- 
tion has taken a firm action wherever we have been con- 
fronted with any illegal international action. The best il- 
lustration of course is what we did in 1975 in the Maya- 
guez incident. I think that was a clear warning to any 
nation that violates international law that this adminis- 
tration will act swiftly and firmly and, I think, success- 
fully. 

Q. If I could follow that up, the State Department 
said—when asked, “What is the United States doing?”— 
said that they had contacted numerous governments, as 
well as the International Red Cross. What else did we do 
to compare with the Israeli action? 

THE PresipeNt. We took whatever-action we felt was 
appropriate at that time to indicate our strong feeling 
against international terrorism, and we asked for the full 
cooperation of all governments to make certain that the 
hostages were freed. 

And as you know, we indicated to Prime Minister 
Rabin that we were gratified that the Israelis had taken 
the very specific action to free the hostages and, at the 
same time, we reiterated our firm opposition to interna- 
tional terrorism. 

Q. Did we know in advance of that Israeli raid? 

Tue Present. We did not. 


OvTLOOK FOR A REPUBLICAN VICTORY IN 
NOvEMBER 


Q. Mr. President, is there not concern that if you 
should win a narrow victory at the convention and receive 
the nomination by a small majority, that you will have 
some difficulty winning the election, being a member of 
the minority party? 

Tue Preswwent. Not at all. The competition has been 
close, controversial, and if you win, you win. I talk very 
affirmatively about the need and necessity for a unified 
party. I think we can leave Kansas City with a win and a 
unified party, 


And once we get the nomination, we can start pointing 
out the distinct differences between the prospective Demo- 
cratic nominee and myself; we can talk about the record 
that we have. It is a record that I think will be applauded 
objectively by 99 and 9/10 percent of the delegates to the 
Republican Convention. 

I think it will appeal to a good many Independents, 
and I have already had some indications that there are 
some Democrats who think the record of the Ford admin- 
istration is a good one. So we will enter the campaign after 
the convention with a good opportunity to prevail 
November 2. 


Price or O1L 


Q. Mr. President, when you met with the Saudi offi- 
cial * this morning, did he indicate to you that oil prices 
will be going up again at the end of the year or didn’t you 
discuss this at all? 

Tue Preswent. There was no discussion of the pros- 
pect of any oil price increase. I expressed my appreciation 
for the action by OPEC in not increasing oil prices in 
their recent meeting. I pointed out I thought that was in 
the best interests of the free world and that it would be 
beneficial, not only to the oil consumers but the oil pro- 
ducers in the long run. 


DISTRIBUTION OF CONVENTION ACCOMMODATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, this morning Tom Curtis, former 
FEC Chairman who, as you know, is now working for 
Ronald Reagan in his campaign, said that he feels the 
FEC should take action; that the White House is getting 
unfair treatment at Kansas City—you are getting more 
rooms—and specifically, according to Mr. Nofziger, 388 
hotel rooms allotted to the Ford campaign and the White 
House, while only 100 rooms are allotted to the Reagan 
campaign; Ford groups have received 650 gallery passes, 
while the Reagan campaign has received only 300. And, 
because the conventions this time are using tax money, 
Curtis is saying that the FEC should take some action. 
How do you feel about it? 

Tue Preswenrt. Of course, you have to recognize my 
good friend Tom Curtis is a Reagan delegate, so I would 
expect he would take that point of view. We are living 
up to the letter and the spirit of the law. The decisions in 
this case were made by the Republican National Com- 
mittee. I understand they were made unanimously, and, 
as I am told, it doesn’t fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Election Commission. 

But I reiterate that in every instance where there has 
been a ruling by the FEC, this administration has lived 
up to the letter as well as the spirit. 


‘ Prince Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz-Saud, the Second Deputy Prime 
Minister and Commander of the National Guard of Saudi Arabia. 
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VicE-PRESDENTIAL RUNNING MATE 


Q. Mr. President, do you plan to, in the interest of 
party unity, throw the Vice-Presidential nomination up 
to the convention; not mention any names, your prefer- 
ence, just let the convention delegates decide? 

Tue Preswent. We haven’t made any decision on 
that, Phil [Phil Jones, CBS News]. As I said, I have ex- 
cluded no one from my consideration as far as a running 
mate is concerned. Whether that would be a possibility, 
it’s just premature to make any commitment. 


Oxtympics DispuTE Over TAIWAN 


Q. Mr. President, what would you like for the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee to do to resolve the dispute 
between Canada and Taiwan? 

Tue Present. I think it’s tragic that international 
politics and foreign policy get involved in international 
sport competition. I strongly feel that the Olympics are 
a healthy thing for the world as a whole. Competition 
between athletes from all countries ought to be stimu- 
lated rather than curtailed. And so, I hope and trust that 
the diplomatic problems or the international foreign policy 
problems can be resolved so that this healthy competition 
can go on. 

Q. Have you done anything about it? Have you con- 
tacted the Canadian Government? 

Tue Presment. I am being kept abreast of it, but 
this is a decision that gets involved in Canadian Govern- 
ment decisions on the one hand and the International 
Olympic Committee on the other. I have expressed my- 
self very clearly that we hope they will continue as broadly 
based as possible. 


U.S. PosiTion on IsRAELI RESCUE OF HOSTAGES IN 
UGANDA 


Q. Mr. President, do you believe that the Israeli viola- 
tion of Uganda national sovereignty was justified? 

Tue Presmwent. The Department of State and our 
representatives to the United Nations will set forth our 
position very clearly in the debate that I think begins 
today, on one or more resolutions before the Security 
Council. I am told that our position is a firm one, on good 
legal grounds, and I will wait and let that be expressed 
by them during the debate. 


DELEGATE Support IN NoMINATION CONTEST 


Q. Mr. President, could we talk about the delegates 
once again? Do you believe that before you get to Kansas 
City you are going to have more than you need to get a 
first ballot victory—that you can cite and name? 

Tue Preswent. I think, as I said a moment ago, we 
will have enough delegates to win on the first ballot, 
which I think infers certainly that we know who will be 
voting for President Ford’s nomination. 


ALASKA PIPELINE 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what you’ve learned 
recently about the extent of the problems on the Alaska 
pipeline and what the penalties might be in terms of cost 
and delay? 

Tue Present. I got a very complete report late yes- 
terday afternoon from the Secretary of Interior and the 
Secretary of Transportation. I think you know that Under 
Secretary [Deputy Secretary] of Transportation John 
Barnum is either leaving or has left to go up there with a 
group of technical people to make an on-the-spot evalua- 
tion of the several reports as to the number of welds that 
are allegedly defective. I am going to be kept constantly 
advised as to what they recommend as to a procedure 
and as to the certainty that the pipeline meets all of the 
Department of Transportation’s regulations for interstate 
pipeline safety. 

We have not gotten into the added cost, whatever it 
might be, but I am confident that I will be fully advised 
at all times. 

Q. Have you talked with any people from the Justice 
Department as to the possibility of criminality involved in 
falsification of records? 

Tue Present. That is a matter for the Department 
of Justice to determine. I have not personally communi- 
cated with the Department, and I think they have to make 
any judgments over there, not myself. 


PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN STRATEGY 


Q. Mr. President, will Southern support be vital, and 
will it be absolutely necessary for your election in 
November? 

Tue Present. I hope to get support in all 50 States, 
Dick [Richard Growald, United Press International]. We 
don’t have any regional strategy. I have said repeatedly 
that I expect to run a national campaign and that cer- 
tainly infers that we want support from the South; we 
want support from the other regions throughout the 
country. 

Q. Do you think you can win without a good hunk of 
the South? 

Tue Preswent. As I said, we want Southern support 
and | think we will get Southern support, and that will 
contribute to our victory in November. 


SELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 


Q. Mr. President, Jimmy Carter has been holding 
auditions for a running mate. Do you have a plan to do 
anything like that? 

Tue Present. I think I know most of the people 
that are among those that we know would be a potential 
running mate, I am sure that I will have consultations, 
but we haven’t set out any specific routine for it. 

Q. Do you anticipate public announcements of people 
coming in for briefing sessions? 

THe Presipent. I don’t anticipate that kind of a 
routine, so to speak. As I said, I know all of the people 
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quite intimately. I know their records. I know what they 
believe in. So I don’t have to go through that experience 
such as Governor Carter is going through, because I don’t 
think he knows some of these people that he is considering 
as well as I know all of the potential Republican running 
mates. 

Q. Mr. President, I got the impression from what you 
said to Phil Jones that you might still be seriously con- 
sidering throwing that choice open to the convention, or 
at least giving them a list of names. Are you seriously con- 
templating doing that? 

Tue Preswent. I didn’t mean to infer the conclusion 
you came to. I simply said that we have not made any firm 
commitment as to what procedure we would take at the 
time of the convention. I think a Presidential nominee 
ought to make his wishes known to the delegates. How he 
proceeds after that, we just haven’t made a final decision 
on it. 

FATHER-SON / MOTHER-DAUGHTER EVENTS 


Q. Mr. President, in light of your expressed displeasure 
over the decision by HEW regarding father-son/mother- 
daughter breakfasts, have you given any thought to per- 
haps curtailing the powers of the Office of Civil Rights 
in that Department? 

THE PresweEnt. We haven’t given any thought to the 
curtailing of their overall responsibility. But, as President, 
I have a responsibility to review any decisions that they 
make, and when I saw that decision I was shocked—I go 
a little stronger than Ron reported yesterday—and I took 
immediate action because I think that was a very wrong 
decision. And if there are other decisions that I disagree 
with in the future, I will exercise my Presidential preroga- 
tive to suspend them or to change them. They have a re- 
sponsibility to carry out what they think is the right deter- 
mination, but if I disagree, I will certainly take affirmative 
action in the future, as I did in this case. 


WHOLESALE Price INpEx STATISTICS 


Q. Your reaction to the WPI figures, sir? 

Tue Present. I think those WPI figures of .4 per- 
cent fall within the guidelines that we have established. 
If you annualize that figure, it is less than 5 percent, so 
it’s within the overall expectations that we have for whole- 
sale prices. 


CONSIDERATION OF RONALD REAGAN AS RUNNING MATE 


Q. Mr. President, after you have, through this cam- 
paign, made some rather harsh observations about Ron- 
ald Reagan, how could you seriously consider him as your 
running mate, a man who could become the President? 
You have had some pretty tough things to say about him. I 
can’t quite see how you could possibly consider him, if 
you feel that way. 

Tue Present. I think we all have to understand in 
a very controversial political campaign you make a point, 
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and sometimes with some political license. We have done 
that historically in this country. We can go back to the 
days of President Kennedy and the then Vice President 
Johnson. No one under any circumstances would have 
foreseen that that team would end up representing the 
Democratic Party. 

All I am saying is that when you take a look at all of 
the Republican potentials, including Ronald Reagan, I 
think they all ought to be included for consideration. 

Q. But would it be fair to say that you certainly 
wouldn’t be as comfortable with Ronald Reagan as some 
others? 

THe Preswent. Phil [Phil Jones, CBS News], I am 
not going to get into degrees of comfort—{laughter]— 
with potential Republican candidates. When I pick that 
candidate, I expect him to be a good running mate and 
a good Vice President. 

Q. But you said there are no retakes in the Oval Office, 
indicating that he doesn’t have the experience to handle 
this office. And it just seems that you feel, or have indi- 
cated, that he is not qualified to be President. 

Tue Present. I think when we pick the candidate, 
he will be a qualified person to be Vice President. 


HEALTH OF Betty Forp aNp Pat Nixon 


Q. What can you tell us this morning about the health 
of Mrs. Ford? Is she feeling all right? Also, have you been 
in touch with the Nixon family about the former First 
Lady? 

Tue Preswent. Mrs. Ford came down with a very 
bad cold yesterday following the church services at the 
Cathedral. She had a good night. She is going to take it 
easy for a day or so, and there is no concern, just a typical 
cold. 

I stopped and saw Dr. Lukash when I came to the 
office this morning. He had not gotten any overnight re- 
ports on the condition of Mrs. Nixon. He is going to re- 
port to me as soon as he gets any information from her 
doctor. 

CONVERSATION WirH ForMER PRESENT NIXON 

Q. Did you speak to President Nixon? 

Tue Presivent. I called President Nixon. 

Q. Can you tell us something of what he told you? 

Tue Preswent. Well, he reported the sequence more 
or less as they have been reported in the press. I extended 
to him on behalf of Betty and myself our affection and best 
wishes for Mrs. Nixon’s full and complete recovery. 

Q. Did you talk about politics? 

Tue Preswent. Not at all. 

Roe oF RepuBiicaN NATIONAL COMMITTEE IN 


PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION CONTEST 
Q. Mr. President, as I understand it, the Republican 
National Committee is supposed to be neutral until there 
is a nominee; am I correct in that assumption? 
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Tue Preswent. That is a valid assumption. 

Q. Thank you. Now then, why is Mrs. Smith [Mary 
Louise Smith, chairman, Republican National Commit- 
tee] going to the convention as a Ford delegate? 

Tue Presmenr. Because she has an opportunity, like 
any other citizen of this country, to run and express her 
personal views. She is running the national committee on 
a very nonpartisan basis between my opponent and myself. 


CONSIDERATION OF CONSTRUCTION OF TRANS-CANADA 
Gas PIPELINE 


Q. Mr. President, could we talk about the Alaska pipe- 
line another time? You are from the Middle West, and 
when the pipeline act was passed in Congress —— 

Tue Preswent. I voted for it. 

Q. Okay. There was quite a debate, though, about 
building a trans-Canada pipeline that would deliver oil 
to the Middle West where it is needed. There is still talk 
about that and, in fact, there is some legislation. Would 
you support legislation to build a pipeline from Valdez 
across Canada to the Middle West? 

Tue Presment. I don’t believe that is an active possi- 
bility. I think you are referring to the possibility of a gas 
pipeline 

Q. They were going to double-truck it, apparently. 

Tue PRESIDENT. from Northern Canada or 
Northern Alaska to the Middle West as one of several 
alternatives. There are other alternatives that would in- 
volve bringing the gas down to the Gulf of Alaska. That 
matter is before the Federal Power Commission at the 
present time. It is also before—in one way or another— 
before the comparable agency in the Canadian Govern- 
ment. There is legislation that is being sponsored which 
I think is good legislation, that would expedite the deter- 
mination as to which route is the preferable one. It would 
be legislation much like that which was approved for the 
delivery of Alaskan oil. If that gas is badly needed in the 
United States—and I am not saying on the West Coast 
or the Middle West—but I think a decision has to be 
expedited. And so I would favor such legislation which 
would expedite the determination by the proper authori- 
ties as to which route was the better of the two or which 
is the best, if there are more than two. 








ForeiGN AFFAIRS DEVELOPMENTS 


Q. Mr. President, since this is an election year, I wonder 
if you think there is not much chance of any startling de- 
velopments in the area of foreign affairs, such as a SALT 
agreement or MBFR, or in any other area? Do you think 
it is very difficult to conduct negotiations at a time when 
frankly the occupancy of the White House is going to be 
uncertain for next year? Are we sort of at a standstill for 
the rest of the year in foreign affairs? 


THE Preswent. I have said specifically, as far as SALT 
is concerned, if we can get a good agreement I will make 
that agreement regardless of any political consequences, 
We are in the process of thoroughly analyzing our last 
proposal, the Soviet Union’s reaction or last proposal. 
And if we can move forward on a good SALT agreement, 
I certainly will push for it, because I think it is in the 
national interest and in the best interest of mankind as a 
whole. So politics won’t enter into any decision as far as 
SALT is concerned. I know of no other major areas that 
would have any political consideration as far as foreign 
policy. 

SALT II Necotiations 

Q. How about the SALT agreement? 

THE PresmeENT. I intend to push for it. I am not pass- 
ing judgment as to whether it will come or won’t come, 
but we are working on it, and I intend to push it. Whether 
we can achieve an agreement or not is uncertain. But it 
is in the best interest of the United States and mankind 
as a whole if we can get the right agreement. And I will 
do it regardless of the political atmosphere that may pre- 
vail here because of our election. 


RONALD REAGAN’S QUALIFICATION To BE PRESIDENT 


Q. Mr. President, can we pin something down? Is 
Ronald Reagan qualified to be President? 

Tue Presment. I said the person I select for the Vice 
Presidency will be qualified, and I don’t exclude anybody. 

Q. Therefore, he is qualified? 

Tue Preswent. That’s a fair conclusion—[laugh- 
ter|—if he is the nominee. [Laughter] 


PERFORMANCE OF THE PRESIDENT Forp COMMITTEE 


Q. Mr. President, are you satisfied with the way your 
campaign committee has performed through the primary 
and convention State season? And after the convention, 
do you foresee at this point a substantial reorganization 
of your campaign? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t see any substantial reorgani- 
zation. I have said, through Ron and otherwise, that Rog 
Morton is going to stay on. We intend to add people to the 
top echelon over there as the need arises for particular 
jobs that must be handled, such as the convention, such as 
other responsibilities. I see no anticipated major reorga- 
nization. Like any other organization, you look back in 
retrospect as a Monday morning quarterback you might 
have done a little better here and there. But I think the 
President Ford Committee, considering all the problems, 
has done a good job. 

Q. Do you want Stu Spencer to stay on? 

Tue Preswent. I certainly do. I think Stu Spencer 
is an extremely able person. He has done a good job. 
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SuPREME CourT DECISION ON THE DEATH PENALTY 


Q. Mr. President, what was your reaction to the Su- 
preme Court’s decisions on the death penalty, and do you 
approve of the way they are going now? 

THE PresivenT. I have stated on a number of occa- 


‘sions I support the death penalty at the Federal level for 


espionage, treason, et cetera. I support the death penalty 
for the kind of crimes that involve murder, et cetera. I 
support the direction in which the Supreme Court is 
going. 
REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE IN 1980 

Q. Mr. President, one more question on Mr. Reagan, 
if you don’t mind. At the end of your coming term—I 
presume that you are going to be elected—Mr. Reagan 
will be 70 years old. Do you still think he would be quali- 
fied at that time to replace you as President? 

Tue Present. I would not speculate as to who the 
Republican candidate might be in 1980. 

Q. It has become a custom for the Vice President to 
sort of. 

Tue Present. I can only say I don’t intend to be 
the candidate in 1980. [Laughter] But I expect to be the 
nominee in 1976, and I expect to hold office until Janu- 
ary 20, 1981. 





PRESIDENTIAL ConTAcT WitH CONVENTION DELEGATES 


Q. Mr. President, to what extent do you personally get 
on the telephone and call delegates? 

Tue Preswent. I do it occasionally. 

Q. Well, once a night? Twice a night? 

THE Present. I don’t keep a poll of it or a count, 
but I like to talk to people. 

Q. What do you say to them? 

THE Presipent. Well, I thank them for their interest 
in the political system. I thank them that they are actively 
participating, and I compliment them on the job that I 
know they will do in Kansas City. 

Mr. Cormier. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-fourth news conference was held at 


12:10 p.m. on Friday, July 9, 1976, in the Oval Office at the White 
House. 


Death Sentence for Mercenaries 
in Angola 
Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
July 9, 1976 


The President was shocked to learn that Angolan Presi- 
dent Neto has refused to commute the death sentence of 
Daniel Gearhart for alleged mercenary activity in Angola. 
The death sentence is unjustified by the facts presented at 


Mr. Gearhart’s trial and unwarranted by international 
law. We will continue to use every available means in 
urging President Neto to reconsider his decision and to 
commute Mr. Gearhart’s sentence as an act of justice and 
humanity. 

The President hopes that President Neto would recon- 
sider in a humanitarian spirit the death sentences of the 
others which were reconfirmed today. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations sub- 
mitted to the Senate, below. 

July 6 

The White House announced that the President had 
directed Secretary of the Interior Thomas S. Kleppe and 
Secretary of Transportation William T. Coleman, Jr., to 
make a preliminary report to him on the trans-Alaska 
pipeline situation. The President’s action was based on 
information given to him by the Domestic Council last 
week, which indicated the possibility of more welding 
flaws in the pipeline than had been found earlier. 

The President met at the White House with Hans 
Breitenbach, mayor of Linz, Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

The White House announced that at the invitation of 
President Ford, Prime Minister J. Malcolm Fraser, of 
Australia, will make an official visit to the United States 
on July 27. 

Federal Energy Administrator Frank G. Zarb met with 
the President to report on his recent trip to the Middle 
East. 

July 7 

The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Pennsylvania as a result of high winds and flash 
flooding beginning about June 15, 1976, which caused 
extensive public and private damage. The President’s 
action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

The White House announced that at the President’s 
direction this morning, Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare David Mathews suspended, pending review 
by the Department’s General Counsel, the ruling of 
HEW’s Office for Civil Rights that father-son breakfasts 
held in a public school receiving Federal financial assist- 
ance would violate title IX of the 1972 amendments of 
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the education laws, and that if, upon legal review, it ap- 
peared that the wording of title IX mandated such an 
interpretation, the President would immediately seek an 
amendment of the law. The President also asked Office 
of Management and Budget Director James T. Lynn and 
Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs James M. 
Cannon to study the matter. 

July 8 

The President and Mrs. Ford, together with Queen 
Elizabeth and Prince Philip, went to the Washington 
National Cathedral to attend a ceremony placing the 
Cathedral’s seal in the floor near the entrance and a serv- 
ice of dedication for the new nave. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
Kenneth A. Riggs, of Merced, Calif., as a member of the 
Interagency Committee on Emergency Medical Services, 
for a term expiring September 29, 1979. 

The President telephoned former President Nixon at 
the Long Beach Memorial Hospital in Long Beach, Calif., 
where Mrs. Nixon was hospitalized. The President offered 
his best wishes for a speedy recovery and asked to be kept 
informed of Mrs. Nixon’s condition. 

William W. Scranton, U.S. Representative to the 
United Nations, met with the President at the White 


House to report on his recent trip to Africa and to discuss 
his upcoming trip to Europe. 

The President attended a dinner hosted in his honor by 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip at the British 
Embassy. 

July 9 

Prince Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz-Saud, Second Deputy 
Prime Minister and Commander of the National Guard 
of Saudi Arabia, met with the President at the White 
House and presented him with Bicentennial gifts from 
Saudi Arabia, which the President accepted on behalf of 
the people of the United States. 

David Mathews, Secretary, and Dr. Theodore Cooper, 
Assistant Secretary for Health, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, met with the President to report 
on the progress of the swine flu vaccine. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the President re- 
ceived diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors Mo- 
hamed Nassim Kochman, of the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania, Nicolae M. Nicolae, of the Socialist Repub- 
lic of Romania, and Idzumbuir Bolumba Assal, of the 
Republic of Zaire. 

The President met with Cecil D. Andrus, Governor of 
Idaho and chairman of the National Governors Confer- 
ence. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT 

Approved July 6, 1976 

fa 6000. .......26.220- Public Law 94-340 
An act to amend the Federal Boat Safety 
Act of 1971 in order to increase and extend 
the authorization for appropriations for 
financial assistance for State boating safety 
programs. 

MM. 11690...< ic ennenvoe Public Law 94-342 
An act to amend title 5, United States 
Code, to restore eligibility for health ben- 
efits coverage to certain individuals whose 
survivor annuities are restored. 

BR. 18166...........-.0- Public Law 94-341 
Community Services Act Technical Amend- 
ments of 1976 

H.R. 13380_.--.-...----. Public Law 94-343 
An act to amend the Central, Western, and 
South Pacific Fisheries Development Act to 
extend the appropriation authorization 
through fiscal year 1979, and for other 
purposes. 


Approved July 7, 1976 


8J. Res. 40............ Public Law 94-344 
Joint resolution to amend the joint resolu- 
tion entitled “Joint resolution to codify 
and emphasize existing rules and customs 
pertaining to the display and use of the 
flag of the United States of America”. 





ACTS APPROVED BY THE 

PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved July 8, 1976 

ME. BG cnccdbdensane Public Law 94-345 
An act to authorize the President to pre- 
scribe regulations relating to the purchase, 
possession, consumption, use, and trans- 
portation of alcoholic beverages in the 
Canal Zone. 

TE GIR ai cncnestincs Public Law 94-346 
An act to gmend the National Traffic and 
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 to au- 
thorize appropriations. 

Te 11D hicscenmsdnciac Public Law 94-348 
Federal Railroad Safety Authorization Act 
of 1976. 

WEB: 38GRBceccncesasnss Public Law 94-347 
An act authorizing additional appropria- 
tions for prosecution of projects in certain 
comprehensive river basin plans for flood 
control, navigation, and for other purposes. 

TER. 29GB. sec deecnsicn Public Law 94-349 
An act to delay the effective date of cer- 
tain proposed amendments to the Federal 
Rules of Criminal Procedure and certain 
other rules promulgated by the United 
States Supreme Court. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released July 9, 1976 


News conference: on the swine flu immuni- 
zation program—by David Mathews, Sec- 
retary, and Dr. Theodore Cooper, Assistant 
Secretary for Health, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 
NOTE: The Congress being in recess, no nomi- 


nations were submitted to the Senate during 
the period covered by this issue. 
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